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INTRODUCTION. 


HAVE always been of Opinion that 

the Study of Biography is as uſeful 

as it is entertaining; for if we view 

the Actions of Mankind with an im- 
partial Eye, we ſhall find that whoever 
does any Thing, egregiouſly remarkable in 
its Kind, that grows the Talk of the 
Town, by being long the Subje& of Exa- 
mination among Perſons of ws Degree, 
is ſure to grow the Object of Popularity. 
For as all Men will divide in their Opt- 
nions upon any particular Thing, that is 
remarkably brought to the Teſt of a pub- 
lick Queſtion, the Eyes of all Men will 
infallibly be very much upon that 'Thing, 
and more upon the Perſon that was the 
firſt Foundation of ſuch an Inquiry. = 
| | B e 
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the Source be bad or good, it muſt have 


its Torrent running from it; and ſo a re- 
markable Publick Cauſe, be it good or 
bad, muſt have a remarkable Publick Ef- 
fect, in which the People, divided in their 
Opinions, form what we call a Populari- 
ty, with Regard to the Perſon that is in 
Queſtion. 'This is the ſame with both Sexes, 
and happens accordingly to them. Thus Sally 
Salisbury, by her glorious Infamy, as 1 
may call it, by her diſtinguiſh'd Faculties 
in illuſtrious Whoredom, above any Wo- 
man of her 'Time, is Popular among the 
lower Sett of People in this Town; and 
Madam Maintenon, for ruling him that 
had the arbitrary Rule of France, among 


the higher and lower People, not only 


of that, but many other neighbouring Na- 
tions. 

Among Clergymen, there is Oates, as fa- 
mous for his Plots in England as Alberont 
for all his Mines. Hind, and the Gol- 
den-Farmer, Marlborough, and Cutts 
in England, Carteuch and the Duke of 
Berwick in France, have all of them had 


their ſeveral Shares of Popularity, the 


Thieves as well as the Generals. As for 
Kings themſelves, they have had Uſurpers 
and Aſlaiſms their Competitors in Popula- 
rity ; for where has the Name of any King of 
England been heard of, that the Name of Oli- 
ver Cromwell has not reach'd? And Nobody 

ever 
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ever mention'd the expiring Henry the 4th 
of France without reviving the Memory of 
Rawilliac; nay one Man, by a moſt remark- 
able Action, has render'd himſelf as much the 
Subject of a Popular Diſcourſe as a whole 
State. For who ever heard of Naples, and not 
of its Fiſherman Maſſienello? Nay, he has 
made himſelf ſo Popular, that it is hard to 
hear the One talk'd of, without thinking of 
the Other. If you go to the Saints themſelves, 
you'll find it the ſame; Mary Magdalen 
was as Popular in her jovial Harlottry, as 
The was in her Chriſtian Tears; Sau for 
his Perſecution of the Goſpel, as Paul for 
his Propagation of it; King David for 
his Adultery, as for his Repentance ; and 
his Son Solomon for his innumerable Fol- 
lies, when he acted them, as for his immenſe 
Wiſdom when he corrected them. Each 
of theſe Men were Popular in their Way, 
by having their Followers and Admirers 
on the One Side, and thoſe that hated and 
deſpis'd them on the Other. For there will 
be always Numbers of Men that will love 
Diſtinguiſh'd, that is, Popular Vices, and 
hate great Virtue, as well as Numbers that 
will endeavour to make Virtue Popular, 
which Numbers of others will as ſurely 
hate. Therefore Praiſe or Diſpraiſe, upon 
theſe Subjects, is ridiculous, and thence it 
comes that Partiality is baniſh'd out of Hiſtory. 
Oliver Cromzwell,who was as Popular a Man as 
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any I have named, was ſenſible of this: 
He being extreamly Huzza'd by the Po- 
pulace when he was going .to the Parlia- 
ment Houſe, and his Couſm aller in 
the Coach with him, being ask d by 
Him, How he reliſhd thoſe loud- Ap- 
plauſes 2 He anſwerd, with a Smile, FI 
Das going to Tyburn, their Shouts would 
be every Fot as loud, if not louder. Thus, 
ſince if Popular Perſons were Alive, they 
little value what is ſaid of them, an Hi- 
ſtorian muſt be very weak if he is par- 
tial in the Stary of a-Popular Perſon that 
is Dead: And therefore you may expect 
an impartial Account from me of the Per- 
| fon who is the Subject of the following 
Pages. 


FE 


Christopher Layer, Eſq; 


4 2 


of 7ohn Layer (and Anne his 


a a 1 
n in the Pariſh of St. Martius in 
the Fields, where he was born on the 12th 
and baptiz d the 22d Day of November, in 


the Year 1683. His Father, ſome Years af- 


ter, remov'd into King's-Srreet in Covent- 
Garden, where he died. 
— 


Wife) an eminent Lace-Man in 
Durham Jaurd in the Strand, 


(2) 

His Father's elder Brother, Chriſtopher 
Layer, Eſq; a Gentleman of about 1000/7. 
per Annum, in the County of Norfolk, and 
a Batchelor, was his Godfather; who be- 
ing fond of his Nephew and Name: ſake, 
took him from his Father in his Child- 
hood, and put him to Board with Mr. Bar- 
nard, a Barber, in Norwich. He was 
taught to read by Mr. King, afterwards 
was ſent to learn Latin, Gc. at the Free- 
School, of which the Reverend Mr. John 
Burton was Maſter; and was inſtructed in 
Writing and Accompts by Mr. Leoering- 
ton: His Uncle reſolving to ſpare no Coſt 
for the Advantage of his Education. 

He was obſervd to be very dull at his 
Book, but in his 'Temper, ſplenetick, ma- 
licious, and revengeful. Nor was he leſs 
remarkable for his cowardly Diſpoſition, in 
. ſuffering himſelf to be inſulted and beaten 

by every Boy that was inclin'd to quarrel 
with him: And one Inſtance I ſhall give, 
of which a particular Friend- of mine was 
an Eye-Witneſs, of a Lad, whoſe Name 
was Chappel, who though younger, and 
much leſſer Siz d than himſelf, yet bang'd 
him very heartily; Layer, in Revenge, 
ſome Time after, watch'd his. Opportuni- 
ty, and, in cool Blood, came behind Chap- 
pel, and baſely ſtuck his Pen-knife up to 
the Haft in his Back, at the School-Door. 

His, 


4. 

His kind, indulgent Uncle, when he ar- 
riv'd to the Age of Seventeen, put him out 
Clerk to Mr. Repingale, an eminent At- 
torney at Ayleſbam in the County of Nor- 
folk, in which Profeſſion, contrary to ex- 
pectation, he prov'd a tolerable Proficient. 

Before he was out of his Clerkſhip, his 
Uncle, who was a very great Sportſman, and 
faſt Liver, had run out, and fold near two 
Thirds of his Eſtate, having left himſelf 
only about 400/. per Annum, which, be- 
ing intail d, muſt have devolv'd to his Ne- 
phew and Godſon, as the only Heir Male 
of the Family. | 

'This ESTATE, as it was not in his 
Power to ſell, and finding himſelf preſs'd 
for the Payment of ſome conſiderable Debts, 
to prevent the ill Conſequences of a Fai- 
lure, he- made a Propoſal to his Nephew 
Chriſtopher, who was then juſt at Age, 
to grant him preſent Poſſeffion of the ſaid 
400 l. per Annum, on Condition that he 
would ſupply him with 1000/. ready Mo- 
ney, to clear his Debts, and to allow him 
100/. per Annum during Life, to be paid 
Quarterly. To this Propoſal Mr. Layer rea- 
dily agreed, procur'd his Uncle 1000 J. got 
into Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, but never had 
the Honour or Honeſty to pay any Part 
of the Annuity. 3 

By being poſſeſs d of this Eſtate, he grew 
proud, haughty, and negligent of his _ 

er's 
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ſter's Buſineſs ; which occaſion'd ſo great a 
Difference between them, that his Maſter 
deſir d him to pack up his Awls and be 
gone, and told him he would freely give him 
out the reſt of his Clerkſhip. This Offer 
Mr. Layer readily embrac d; but, at the ſame 
Time, inſolently anſwer'd his Maſter, That 
there were ſome MoveaBLEts belonging to 
him, which as they would not bear pack- 
ing up, he deſir d he might take away 
Hooſe : And being aſk'd by his Maſter, What 
MoveAaBLes hes meant? He reply'd ; 720 
Children, which you fondly ſuppiſe are your 
own, but were attually got by me. This 
caus d a Confuſion in that Family, ſuch as 
could never after be appeas'd, | 
After this, Mr. Layer finding that the 
Generality of People were not fond of em- 
ploying a Perſon who had not ſerv'd his 
full Jime, and conſequently not capable 
of Buſineſs, he came up to London, and 
apply'd himſelf to Mr. Hadley Doyley, of 
Furnival's-Inn, and officiated under him 
for ſome "Time. When he thought himſelf 
fully qualify'd, he return'd to Norfolk, 
where he' had very good Bulineſs, as an 
Attorney: But being puff d up, with Pride 
and Ambition, he could not be contented 
in that Practice, thinking it too low a 
Sphere for a Man of his Eſtate to- move 
in, he therefore procur'd himſelf, by Dint of 
Money, to be calld to the Bar, but the 
| true 


. 
true Reaſon of his looſing his Buſineſs as 
an Attorney, and having little or none 
as a Counſellor, was his tricking and ill- 
uſing his Clients and Neighbours; his Pride 
and Expectations thus baulk'd at Home, 
he tock a Reſolution of Travelling into Ita- 
ty, about ſome Buſineſs, and to pay a Viſit 
to the Pretender. | 

As for his Uncle, thus baſely and un- 
generouſly defrauded of his Annuity, he 
was, for ſeveral Years after, maintain'd by 
the Contribution and Hoſpitality of thoſe 
Gentlemen who were his Fellow-Sportſmen, 
and always kept his Pack of Fox-Hounds, 
which being eſteemd the beſt Breed in 
Europe, he, by ſelling ſuch as he could 
ſpare, and warrant to be good, and the 
Contributions aboveſaid, he liv'd in a very 

enteel Manner; content with every Thing 

ut the Ill-uſage of his ungrateful Nephew ; 
who, if at any Time talk'd of, the- old 
Gentleman would ſay, Mention him not 
now to diſturb Company : Jou il have Time 
enough to talk of him wwhen he is hanged ; 
for hanged I propheſy he will be: Aud if 
that happens before he's bleſs d with an 
Heir, the Fool may have his Mare again. 

Another Motive which might induce him 
to go Abroad was, to avoid the Conſe- 
quence of an Indictment which Mr. Snell, 

an eminent Attorney at Law in Norezch, 
had prepar'd, and was determin'd to 2 
"A C | 


9 
fer againſt him as a Common Barreter, 1. 8. 
for being a Promoter and Encourager of 
litigious and vexatious Law Suits; of which, 


as he knew. himſelf but too guilty, and 
that by his Actions and Behaviour he had 


brought upon himſelf the Iil-will of his 
Countrymen, he was ſenſible a Norfolk Jury, 
who are not eaſily bribd, would certainly 
have given a; Verdict againſt Him. Nay, 
it is well known, and became a Proverb in 
the County, that if upon any Tryall a ſuborn'd 
Witneſs was detected, He was call'd, One 
of Lavex's EV TDENCE. | 

He marry'd Mrs. E/izabeth E©/zwinof Apleſ- 
ham, betoremention'd, a Gentlewoman de- 
ſcended of a very good Family, and who 
brought him a very conſiderable Fortune; and 
it is much to be lamented, that ſo worthy a 
Family ſhould be diſgrac'd both by his 
Life and Death. | 

His Wife, out of her great, tho unde- 
ſerv'd Affection, for him, was content to be 
ſent Abroad upon his vile Errands. 

But becauſe I will not be charged with 
the leaſt Tincture of Partiality, I will faith- 
fully tranſcribe from the Appendix to the 
Report, &c. the ridiculous Account he gives 
of his own Motives for Travelling. 
e acknowledg'd, That he was bred up 
in Norfo/k, under an Uncle, who was a 
Non Juror, and having Expectations of an 

LICE) Eſtate 
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Eſtate from that Uncle, he imbibed thoſe 
Principles early, and upon coming into the 
World, obſerved various Opinions enter- 
tain'd concerning this King and the Other. 
That having a particular Affair to tranſact 
between Lord Yarmouth and Lord Lon- 
Aon-derry, he had learnt that a Siſter of 
Lord Tarmouth's was married to a Yene- 
tian Miniſter, reſiding here in King Charles 
the Second's Time; that a Portion of fix 
Thouſand Pounds was ſettled on that La- 
dy, which he ſaw Reaſon to believe was 
never paid; and that having heard from 
Jahn Plunket (who ſometimes went by the 
Name of Rogers) of a Son of this Lady's, 
who was formerly at Utrecht, and taiked 
of coming over hither to ſollicit this Affair, 
he thouFht it might be an acceptable Ser- 
vice to that Gentleman, to acquaint him 
with the Nature and Circumſtances of that 
Demand. That this Affair, and a natu- 
ral Inclination and Curioſity which he had al- 
ways had to ſee the Pretender, whom he 
had heard ſo much of, carried him into 
Taly; that he ſet out from England on 
the 1/f of April 1721, and went firſt to 
Venice, where he met with Seignior A 
berti de Conti, Son to the Venetian Mi- 
* miſter above-mention'd, who thanked him for 
the Trouble he had given himſelf, but told 
him he was already acquainted with the Par- 
ticulars of the Demand relating to his Mo- 
ther's Portion, and intended to come over 
| C3 to 
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to ſollicit that Affair himſelf. That he, 
Lager, finding himſelf now within three or 
nc hundred Miles of Rome, reſolv'd to 
go thither, arriv'd there about the End of 
May, 1721, and ſtaid there about five Weeks. 

That as it is the Cuſtom for all Eng- 
liſh Gentlemen who are at Rome, to vilit 
any of their own Nation, on their firſt Ar- 
rival there, ſome of the Engliſh who were 
there in their Travels, came to viſit him, 
but that he deſiring to be incognito, order'd 
his Servant to deny him. That after he 
had been a Day at Rome, he ſent to an- 
cis Kennedy, Secretary to the Pretender, 
to let him know he ſhould be glad to ſes 
him, and to renew his Acquaintance with 


him. Being aſk d, when and where he 
firſt became acquainted with Francis Ken- 


nedy? He ſays, that Kennedy had a Bro- 


ther, Secretary to the late Luke of Or- 


mond, with which Brother he had ſome 
Acquaintance, and he thinks be has for- 
merly been in Francis Kennedy's Compa- 
ny at London, along with the other Bro- 
ther; but as to this Particular, he cannot 
be poſitive. 

That upon his ſending to Francis Ken 
redy, as above, the faid Kennedy came to 
him at his Lodgings, which he, Layer 5 
was ſurpriz'd at, it being in the Face of 
all the English Gentlemen; ; That he deſi- 
red Kennedy to introduce him to the Pre- 
teud er, Which 3 promis d to do; 

| that 
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- that the next Night Kennedy came. to him 
again, and told him, he need not be un- 
eaſy, at his coming to his Lodgings open- 


ly, ſince he frequented the Company of 


all the Engliſb that came to Rome, with- 
-- out Diſtinction, but he would introduce him 
to the Pretender privately in an Evening, 
. fo that Nobody ſhould be able to prove 
it. And he, Layer, farther ſaith, "That at 


the ſame Time he believes Kennedy gave 
P/unket a Letter under the Pretender's 
own Hand, when Kennedy and Plunket 


were alone together; for the next Day 
Morning, as he, Layer, lay in Bed, in a 
Room next adjoining to that where Plun- 
Let lodged, Plunſet came to Layer's Bed- 


ſide, and told him with ſeeming Satisfa- 
ction, that he had got a Letter under the 


King's own Hand, meaning the Pretender's; 
but Kennedy never ſaid one Word of this 


Letter to Layer. The ſaid Phunket ſhew'd 
him the Letter, the whole of which he, 
Layer, takes to have been writ in the 
ſame Hand in which the Blank Receipts, 


| _ among his Papers at Mrs. Maſon's, 


were gn, which he believes to be the 
Pretender's own Hand. That the Subſtance 
of the Letter was, 'That the Bearer, Fran- 


cis Kennedy, would introduce Plunbet to 


the Pretender. He, Layer, faith, He can- 
not be poſitive, whether. it was ſaid in 
the Letter that Kennedy would introduce 
Plunket only, or whether he himſelf was 
Zern likewifh 


0 

likewife mention d, as to be introduc'd to 
the Pretender by Kennedy. That he, 

er, believes, and was md by Plun- 
Ret, that he, Plunket, ſaw the Pretender 
the Night before he, » Layer, was introdu- 
ced to him. That Kennedy told him, the 
next Day the King (meaning the Preten- 
der) would be bnſy receiving Viſits, but 
he, Layer, ſhould come at Ten at Night, 
and walk without in the Square before the 
Pretender's Houſe, where Colonel Haye 
and Kennedy would meet him. That he 
accordingly went thither, and was met by 


Haye and Kennedy, who conducted him up 


a Pair of back Stairs into a long Gallery, 
and thro' ſeveral Rooms. That Haye went 
into a Room beyond, and coming out again, 
preſently carry'd Layer in to the Preten- 
der, whom Layer ſaluted. That the Pre- 
tender aſx'd the Occaſion of his coming, 


and enquir'd much of him, whether he had 


any Credentials from People in England? 
That Layer anſwerd, Nothing but Curio- 
ſity, and a Deſire of paying my Duty to 
your Majeſty, has brought me hither. That 
the Pretender ask'd him, What Lords he 
knew? To which he anſwer'd, None but 


thoſe he was concern'd with in the 2 


of his Profeſſion. That the Pretender ſaid, 
What have you no Credential or Recom- 


mendation at all, from any Perſon in Eng- 


land? This Journey muſt have been very 
expenſive to you, I believe it cannot coſt 
you 


—— 
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. 
you leſs than Five Hundred Pounds. To 
which he reply'd, that a private Aﬀair 
which brought him to Fenice, would have 
defray'd the Expence, if it had ſucceeded; 
but that having miſcarried in That, his Incli- 
nation drew him on to Rome, to pay his Du- 
ty to the Pretender, and that he had long 
T had it in his 'Thoughts and Inclinations to 

pay his Duty to him, ſo took this Opportuni- 
ty of doing it. That one Phinket, who was 
now along with him, had often told him, 
Layer, that he need not fear being intro- 
duced; or to that Effect, So he, Layer, 
ſaid, he preſumed to come to pay his 
Reſpects. That then the Pretender ask d 
him which way he came, and who con- 
f ducted him in his Travels? To which he 
anfwerd, that the ſaid Phunket was in- 
| ſtead of a Governour to him, ſpeaking 
ſeveral Languages. Upon which the Pre» 
tender ſaid, I believe that Phunket is a 
very honeft Man, . and as proper a Perſon 
as you could have had for. a Companion. 
"Thar the Pretender again expreſs d him- 
> ſelf ſurprized at his having no Recom- 
mendation from any Perſons in England, 
but ſaid, I am inform'd by Francis Ker 
nedy, who knows you, that you have a | 
very good Character; and for that Rea- | 
ſon you are welcome without any Cre- 
dentials. That the Pretender then aſked 
him what Country he was of, what Re» 
| | lations 
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Lations and Friends he had? He replied; 


that he was of Norfolk, that he was bred 
up there under his Uncle, who, with Sir 
Nicholas LEſtrange, were the only two 
old Non Furors in that County. That 
the Pretender aſked him, what other Nor- 
folk Gentiemen he knew? To which he 
anſwered, That he knew all the Tories. 


That the Pretender aſked him, if he could 


recoliect their Names, and put them down 
in Writing? That he, Layer, anſwered, 
He could eaſily do that, for that he had 
brought with him Memorandums of their 
Names; and that accordingly he, Layer, 
drew up a fair Liſt of the Tory Gentle- 
men of Norfolk, (there might be for aught 
he knows ſome Szfolk Gentlemen in it, 
Borderers upon Norſolt) and he, Layer, 
at the ſecond Interview with the Preten- 
der, gave the ſaid Liſt to the Pretender, 
thinking it would be acceptable to him, 
they being Perſons, whom he, Layer, 
look'd on as well inclined to the Preten- 
der's Intereſt. | 

That he ſaw the Pretender a fecond 
Time. That the Pretender then aſked him, 
whether he would not ſee the Queen, 
(meaning his Spouſe) and promiſed ſhe 
ſhould admit him, Layer, to Kiſs her 
Hand. | 

That about three Weeks or a Month 
after, Kennedy came again to Layer, and 

invited 


— 
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Invited him to meet him in the fame Place, 


in Order to ſee the Pretender's Spouſe. 


That Haye and Kennedy introduced him 
to her, and that he kiſſed her Hand. 
That the Pretender, and ſhe, diſcourſed 
him again about his Travels, and what 
he had ſeen at Rome. That the Preten- 
der call'd him to him, and aſk d him 
whether he had any Thing to ſay in 
Relation to his Liſt e That Layer ſaid, 
I forgot ſomething which I had to com- 
municate to your Majeſty. Upon which 
the Pretender ſaid that his Wife would 
go out of the Room preſently ; and ſoon 
after ſpoke to her in Tralian (to with- 
draw, as Layer believes) Upon which 
Col. Haye came in, and led her our. 
That the Pretender then ſat down, and 
aſked Layer what he had to ſay? That 
the Door being open, Layer look'd that. 
Way, and the Pretender bid him ſhut 
it; that he mw came Na ſtood over 
againſt the Pretender, and began to ſpeak; 
= the Pretender being = tak lime 
ſomewhat thick of Hearing, roſe, and bid 
him walk with him. That Layer then 
ſaid to the Pretender, I have nothing ſo 
material to offer, as ought to have pro- 


cured me this great Honour and Indul- 


gence from your Majeſty, but if there be 
any Service upon Earth, I can do, I am 
moſt ready, That the Pretender ſaid, 

; D what 
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what can you do? Have you any Ace- 


quaintance? To which he replied, That 
all the Perſons mention'd in his Liſt, were 


intirely devoted to the Pretender Inte- 


reſt, and all the Gentlemen in England 
the ſame, except thoſe in Places of Profit 


and Truſt; and that all Parties were. uni- 


ted in his, the Prezender's Intereſt. That 
the Pretender then ask'd him, What the 
Gentlemen. were, whoſe Names were in his 
Liſt 2 To which he reply'd, They were 
all Tories; and that he had not I down 
any of the Roman Catholicks of Norfolk, 


of whom there were ſeveral Men of Eftates. 
That the Pretender ſaid, he beliey d. the 


People in England were generally well in- 
clind to his Cauſe, and pretty well con- 
vinc'd of their Error; Then ſpoke of the 
Diſcontents occaſion d by the Sour Sea; 
of Lord Mariboruugb's Weakneſs and In- 


diſpoſition; and enquir d, to whom that 


great Eſtate was likely to go. That the 
Pretender afterwards. ſaid, You are very 


kind, and you may depend on any Ser- 


vice I can do you. That Layer reply d, 
As I have fot, the Happineſs to be acquain- 
ted with any of the. Nobility in England, 
if your Majeſty wonlde do me the Honour 
to give me fome Token, by which I may 
introduce myſelf .to their Cm: I 


will employ all my Labour and Induſtry, 
to ſerve your Majeſty. That the * 
a er 
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der faid, he ſhould be glad to give him 
any Token of his Kindneſs. That he, 
Layer; deſired the Queen (meaning the 
Pretender's Spouſe) would do him the 
Honour to ſtand Godmother to his Child, 
as a Means and ſufficient Token, for gi- 
ving him Credit with People of Quality 
in England, in the Pretender's Intereſt. 
That the Pretender ſaid he muſt conſider 
of it, and would ſend him an Anſwer. 
Then enquired of him how long he ſhould 
ſtay ? To which he reply'd, I have no o- 
ther Buſineſs here, but to pay my Duty 
to your Majeſty, and intend to ſet out in 
two Days. That the Pretender enquired 
what Route he intended to take, advis d 
him againſt going thro France, on Ac- 
count of the Plague, and (Layer having 
before made Application to him, for his 
Paſſport to go thro France ) ti Preren- 
der ſaid, they would not let even Me paſs 
that way; then enquir d, whether Plun- 
tet went back with him? To which Layer 
anſwer d, that he did; being neceſſary to 
him on Account of the Languages. That 
then the Pretender wiſhd him a good 
Journey, and ſaid he would ſend him an 
Anſwer in Relation to the Chriſtening the 
next Day. That accordingly the next Day 
Colonel Haye came to him, and told him, 
that the Prerender's Spouſe conſented td 
ftand Godmother to his Child. That Layer 
ef! | —_—_ _ deſired. 
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deſired ſome Token, by which he might 
apply to ſome Perſon of Quality in Eng- 
land to repreſent her, and that the Pre- 
tender would name ſome Lord, or Perſon 
of Diſtinction in England, to ſtand with 
her; and he, Layer, deſir d to know, 
whether the Dutcheſs of Ormond would not 
be agreeable to the Pretender's Spouſe, to 
repreſent her at the Chriſtening 2? That Co- 
lonel Haye anſwer'd, The Dutcheſs of Or- 
mond would be a proper Perſon to repre- 
ſent her; that no Letter could be ſent by 
Layer, but Care would be taken the Dut- 
cheſs of Ormond ſhould repreſent the Pre- 
tender's Spouſe at the Chriſtening. That 
Colonel Haye ſaid, You will need no o- 
ther Token, than to tell the Dutcheſs that 
her Huſband is well, and gone to Madrid. 
That Haye farther ſaid, the Pretender would 
not Name any Lord to ſtand Godfather 
with her, but would himſelf ſtand Godfa- 
ther, with his Spouſe, to Layer's Child ; 
and that he, Layer, muſt get ſome Lord. 
in England to repreſent the Pretender, at 
the Chriſtening of the Child. EE Ci 
That he, Layer, left Rome about the 
Beginning of July, 1721, and return'd to 
England the latter End of Auguſt, or the 
Beginning of September following. 
That upon his Return he waited upon 
the Dutcheſs of Ormond, and deſir d her to 
ſtand Godmother to his Child, adding, that 
| he 
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he hop'd her Grace was not altogether a 
Stranger to that Affair. That her Grace 
made him no particular Anſwer, but pro- 
mis d him to ſtand, as deſir c. 
That he then made Application to Lord 
Orrery, by Swortſeger, Lord Orrerys Se- 
cretary, and by Thompſon, whom he took. 
to be Chaplain to the Dutcheſs of Ormond, 
and to be acquainted with Lord Orrery, 
as he knew he was with Szwortfeger,. to 
defire that Lord Orrery would ftand God- 
father to his Child, with the Dutcheſs of 
Ormond. That he believes Lord Orrery 
knew that he was defird to ſtand for the 
Pretender, and that Thompſon knew the 
fame by Swortfeger. That hereupon Lord 
Orrery ſent to the Dutcheſs of Ormond, to 
know whether ſhe intended to ſtand, who 
ſent him Word, ſhe did; that, however, 
Lord Orrery deſir d to be excuſed ; but af- 
terwards, upon farther Acquaintance with 
Layer, and upon hearing that Lord North 
and Grey had conſented to ſtand, Lord 
Orrery ſent to him, Layer, to make Ex- 
cuſes for this Refuſal, That he, Layer, 
made this Application to Lord Orrery, ha- 
ving heard that he was in the Pretender's 
Intereſt; and hoping to make Uſe of this 
Credential with Lord Orrery, to induce 
him to converſe freely with him, in Re- 
lation to the Pretender's Affairs. 
. He, 
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He, Layer, farther faith, That he was | 
not at that Time acquainted with Lord [ 
North and Grey, any farther than by ha- 
ving been twice to wait on him in Re- 
lation to a Cauſe depending in the Hoe 
ef Lords, about an Eſtate of the Lord 
Kine ſton s, of Ireland. That upon Lord 
Orrerys declining to be Godfather to his 
Child, he went to Lord North and Grey, 
and told him, the Dutcheſs of Ormond 
had promiſed to ſtand Godmother to his 
Child, that he deſired the Favour of his 
Lordſhip to ſtand with her Grace; and 
that if he would be plcaſed to fee her 
Grace, ſhe would acquaint his Lordſhip 
with Particulars. That my Lord North 
ſaid he would wait on her Grace the next 
Day, and if the would ſtand,” he would. 
That he, Layer, believes my Lord North ht 
| underſtood he was to ſtand for the Pre- 
| tender. That this Tranſaction was the 
Beginning of his Intimacy with Lord North 
and rey; that the Dutcheſs of Ormond's 
Hneſs, during the Winter, occaſioned the 
Chriſtening 'to+ be deferred tell the Eaſter 
following, at which Time her Grace be- 
wg. well enough to go to Chelſea, ap- 
| pointed a Day for the Chriſtenng, with . 
| which he, Layer, | acquainted Lord North 
by Letter; that in the Eafter-Holy-Days 
| his Child. was Chriſtened by Thompſon 
| abovemention'd, at Mrs, Fox's Lodgings at 
| 


Chelſea, 


—— A res 


| . Tas) 

Chelſea, and named Mary Clementina; No- 
body being preſent but the Dutcheſs of Or- 
mond, Lord North, Mr. Thumpſan, 
Layer and his Wife, and Mrs. Fox, 
believes ; but of this laſt he cant be —_ 
Jitive, n (4,410 — 


Mr. Layer return d to England by the 
Way of Holland, for L find one Letter 
from his Wife dated Aug. 10. 1721, then 
in France, directed to him to Rotterdam. 
In which Letter, among ſeveral other Par- 
ticulars, ſhe tells him, that if he would 
but ſend her 12 Yards of Edging (for 
a Suit of Head-cloaths ) 25 1 — IE. 
oblige ber. So bare 
decent Neceſſaries, — nk Frey — 
nour of her and the Fortune the 
brought him. 

He ſent his Wife a Letter gam Lon 
don; dated Faly 29, 1722,t wherein © he 
* congratulates her ſafe Arrival at Parts.— 
Says that he left Norfolk juſt after their Aſ- 
I ſizes, —- Hoped that his Affairs would 

permit him to make a Trip to France 
* to fetch her Home. Deſir d to know 
© how ſhe lik'd the . and how the 
e had diſpos d of his Daughter Nanny. 

Jo this Letter Mrs. Layer return d him 
the following 8 * een 9 I. 
N. 8. Ty My 
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Oo N Medneſday laſt I got ſafe to Pa- 
ris, and have a Lodging very near 
charming Lady Liſſgoe, She anfwers the 
Character Mr. Plunket gave her exactly, 
but that troubleſome Creature Mrs. Fox, is 
got into the ſame Houſe with me, that 
1 cannot be ſo often at that good Lady's, 


aA * 
* 
. * 


neas before I got to Paris. I acquainted 
Lady Liſſgoe with what Money I have, 
return'd; every Thing here is three 'Times 
as dear as uſually, I muſt pay a Quarter 
before-hand for Nanny. I beg you'd re- 


begin my Journey in three Weeks, and 
to go from Diepe to London by Ship, 
there will be one Mr. More's Ship go about 
that Time, a very civil Man. My humble 
Service as due, | | | 


I am 

| Your afettionate Niſe, 
Nanny gives her ; AWE Ts 
Duty to you. 20841 E. LAYER. 


1 


at a Meeting at Layton-Stone, in Eſſex, 
Mr. Layer, with other of his Accompli- 
ces, Inliſted ſeveral Perſons for the Servi . 

1 0 


- 


as I ſhould be; it has coſt me 20 Gui- 


the fays I muſt have thirty Pounds more 


a me©>S .} cs ««. a Py 4 


turn it as ſoon as poſſible, for I deſign to 


Ce» oa %] / as ond 6. as 


On the 25th Day of Auguff, 1722, | 


c 
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of the Pretender, in a few Days aftet, 
he was apprehended, and taken into Cu- 
ſtody by Mr. Squire, one of his Majeſty's 
Meſſengers, from whom he made his Ef- 
cape on the 19th of Seprember, but was 
retaken in St. George s-Fields the ſame 
Day, and the next, committed to the 
Tower. 
October 31, He was arraign'd at the 
King's Bench Bar, on an Indiitment for 
High Treaſon, in compaſſing and imagi- 
ning the Death of the Kinc, found by 
the Grand Fury for the County of Eſſex, 
before ſpecial Commiſſioners of Oyer and 
Terminer. To this Indictment he plea- 
ded Not Guilty, was remanded back to 
the Tower, and order'd by the Court to 
be brought up again on November zd to 
take his Tryal, which was accordingly 
done. But upon his deſiring a longer Time 
to prepare for his Tryal, the Court indul- 
him therein, to the 21ſt of Novem. 
when he was again brought up, in, Order 
to his Tryal; and after the moſt impar- 
tial Hearing, and the fulleſt Proof, the 
Jury brought him in Euiity of the High 
Treaſon, wherewith he ſtood charged. AF 
ter which, the Lord Chief Juſtice procee- 
ded to paſs . Sentence on him, in theſe 
Words, viz. EY 
Chrifopher Layer, You have been In- 
diced, and after a long Examination _ 
| F, ' 
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fair Tryal, have been convicted of High 
Treaſon, in compalling and imagining the 
Death of the King. 

| You have had all the Indulgence and 


Advantage that the Law would ailow you., 


You have had Counſel aſſigned you of 
your, own chuſing, to adviſe you prepara- 
tory to your Tryal, and to aſſiſt you in 
making your Defence at your Tryal. 

Theſe Counſel have been permitted to 
ſay whatever they thought proper for your 
Service; and I heartily with that I could 
ſay that they had not exceeded, that they 


had not taken a greater Liberty than they 


ought to have done: But however that was, 
the Court thought fit to permit it in them, 
that they might not be diſcourag d in of- 
fering any Thing that was proper for your 
Defence; we di 
this Conſideration. | 1 
The Jury that have found you guilty, 
are ſuch as may be juſtly ſaid you your- 
ſeif approvd of; for, though the Law 
gives you a Liberty of challenging five and 
thirty, you challenged but four and thirty ; 


ſo you allowed the reſt to be an indiffe- 


rent Jury, to paſs between the King and 
you as to your Life and Death. 

ihe Evidence on which you have been 
convicied, is the cleareſt and plaineſt that 
ere 1 heard: Your perſonal Conferences 
with the Pretender at Rome; your con- 


ſtant 


d not cenſure it then, on 


[ 
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ſtant Correſpondence with him and his 

Agents afterwards; the Scheme you had 
form'd for the executing this Treaſon; 

your Confeſſon of the greateſt Part of it 

ba before the Lords of the Council; and at 
ſ1 laſt your Flight when in the Hands of 
% Juſtice, out of a Window two Pair of 
Stairs, and the Endeavours you uſed when 
retaken to corrupt and prevail with thoſe 
that took you, by Rewards, to let you 
go off; theſe are Matters ſo very clear 
and plain, and did concur ſo exactly with 
the Evidence of the Witneſſes, that it did 
not reſt- on their Credit; the only Que- 
ſtion was, whether the Jury did believe 
What you yourſelf had declared on your 
t Examination before the Lords of the Coun- 
ci], and by the Scheme that was found in 


— 
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your - Cuſtody. | 
1 This being the Nature of the Evidence, 
J muſt, according to what is uſual, put 
you in Mind of the horrid Wickedneſs you 
have been found guilty of. | 7 
| The firſt Matter projected to be done, 
Was to ſeize the Tower of London, to ſet 
a Guard at the Exchange and other Pla- 
ces; to ſeize the Bank, and take from 
thence what. Money you had Occaſion fon; 

by which the whole City, of London, an 
in Conſequence the whole Nation, would 
inevitably have been involy'd in Blood and 
A E 2 | Con- 


Fruits of this projected Scheme,  _. 
The next Step to be taken by this ex- 
ecrable Scheme, was to ſeize the Sacred 
Perſon of the King: A King, who du- . 
ring the whole Courſe of his Reign hath 
been the moſt Religious Obſerver of our 
Laws, the moſt careful Preſerver aad Pro- 
tector of all our Civil and Religious Rights, 
and the moſt merciful Prince that ever ſat 
on the Throne of theſe. Kingdoms; yet 
this, this moſt excellent Prince, was to ce 
ſeized and made a Sacrifice to Popery and 
Arbitrary Power. 
The next Step to be taken, was to ſeize 
the Prince; and when that was done, No- 
body can doubt but the young Prince” and 
Princeſſes muſt and ſhould have follow'd 
the Fate of their Father: So that the Pro- 
ject muſt and would haye ended in the 
Deſtruction of all the Royal Family on 
this Side the Water; and when that was 
done, twas thought 'twould be an eaſy 
Matter to ſet the Pretender on the Throne. 
This being done, the King and the Roy- 
al Family deſtroy' d, and the Pretender ' 
advanced to the Throne, what the Con- 
ſequence of that muſt and would have 
been is obvious to every Body; it muſt 
have ended in the entire Deſtruction and 
Diſſolution of our moſt ha ppy nn. 


(25) 
and Conſtitution ; the happieſt, T think, 
that ever any People enjoy d: It muſt have 
ended in the Deſtruction of our Laws, our 
Liberties, our Religion, and the Church 
of England as by Law eſtabliſn d; and 
we muſt have become, from the moſt happy 
the moſt miſerable People on Earth. 

Theſe horrid and execrable Deſigns are 
ſo very heinous in themſelves, that they 
hardly will admit of any Circumſtance of 
Aggravation: But I muſt fay, I cant avoid 
ſaying, that there are Circumſtances with 
Reſpe& to you that make them more hei- 
nous, if poſſible. You were bred up to 
the Law, and you muſt be ſuppoſed to 
know the Excellency of our happy Con- 
ſtitution and Government, and the Laws 
which you profeſſed; which makes your 
Crime much the greater. 

Another Matter, which is a greater Ag- 
gravation of your Offence, is, that you 
were, or at leaſt profefled yourſelf. a Pro- 
teſtant, and a Member of the Church of 
England, whilit you engaged yourſeif in 
Meaſures which ' muſt inevitably have de- 
ſtroy d that Church which you profeſs your- 
ſelf a Member of. 


Theſe are the Treaſons which you are 
convicted of; and being ſo, the Law ad- 
judges you not fit to Live; and the Judg- 
. | | ment 
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ment of the Law is, and it is conſider d 
by the Court, that 18211 
Tou, Chriſtopher Layer, be led to the 
Place from whence you came, and 
from thence you are to be drawn to 

. the Place of Execution, and there 
you, are to be hang d by the Neck, 

but not till you are dead, but 'you 

are to be cut down alive, and your 
 Bowzwels to be taken out, and burnt 
before your Face; your Head is to 

be ſever. your Body, and your 
Boay to be divided into four Ouar- 
ters; and that your Head and Ouar- 
ters be diſposd of where His Ma- 
Jieſty ſhall think fit. And the Lord 
have Mercy upon your Soul. : 


I have prov'd beyond Contradiction, the 
baſe . Practices of which Mr. Layer has 
been - guilty, before he commenc'd a Trai- 
tor to his Majeſty King GrORGE, to whom 
he ſwore Allegiance, and abjurd the Pre- 
tender. Yet upon his Tryal he had the 
Aſſurance to declare, That he could la 
his Hand upon his Heart, and ſay, he 
had done nothing againſt his Conſcience* : 
(Perjury with him being no Sin.) And 
as arrogantly told the Lord Chief Juſtice, 
that he would dare to die like a Gen- 
tleman and à Chriſttian. fIf Perjury and 
Prevarication are Preparatives to a happy 
1 Death, 
Ke his Tryas, P. 2. Ut ſupra P. 151. 


„ere 
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Death, I cannot by any Means join--in 
Mr. Layer's Syſtem of Religion. His 
Perjury is upon Record in the ſame Court | 
wherein he was convicted a Traitor; and 
of his Prevarication, there need not, I 
dare ſay, in the Eyes of all impartial 
Men, be produc'd more convincing Argu- 
ments than the Atteſtations hereunto ſub» 
joined. eig, 


— = 
= - 
*. 


Declaration fign d by Archibald Hut- 
cheſon, Eſq; and given to ſeveral 
of his Acquaintance, ſoon after be 
had perus'd the Examination of Chri- 
ſtopher Layer, in the Appendix to 
the Report of the Secret Committee; 
in which Layer has made Mention 
of His Name, as One of Burford's 
Club; which the ſaid Layer, in hu 
Examination, ſaith, he was told by 
one Plunket, | 


by” March 4. 172 2: 
T AVING read Part of the Exami- 
nation of Layer of the 19th of Ja. 

- nuary” and 4th of February laſt, 


in the Appendix to the Report of the Se- 


cret, 


/ 
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cret Committee, in which er is then» 
tioned to have ſaid, I hat one Plunket told 
him, as explaining what was meant by Bur- 
ford's Club, That Lord Orrery was Chair- 
man, and that this Ciub met Monthly, 


at one another's Houſes, as Layer thought; 


and that Phunket told him, That there 
were Eight other Lords and Six Commo- 
ners ( whoſe Names he mentions, and Mine 
as one of them) of that Club. I do here- 
by declare, upon the Honour of a Gen- 
tieman, That I do not know, or believe, 
that there was a Club or Meeting of any 
of the Lord; or Gentlemen mentioned in 
the ſaid Examination, nor have I ever heard 
of any Meeting where Lord Orrery was 
preſent, except that which was carried on 
in the Two laſt Seſſions of Parliament, when 
Lord Orrery, and ſeveral Lords and Gen- 
tlemen {not mentioned in Layers Exami- 
nation) met Weekly, and, I believe, with 

eat Innocence, Din'd at-one another's Hou- 
ſes. And I do farther affirm, - That e- 
ven on accidental Viſits, I have ſeldom 
met together any Two of the Lords and 
Commoners ſo mention'd in Layer s Exa- 


mination : That there are Two of theſe 


Commoners (Sir Henry Goring and Mr, 
Dawkins) whoſe Faces I do not know; 
and Iwo others (General Vell and Sir 
Conftantine Phipps) between whom and 


laſt 


me there hath not been, for Fifteen Years 
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laſt paſs'd, the Intercourſe even of Cere- 
monial Viſits; and between me and the 
Fifth Commoner (Mr. S$hippen) but very 
ſeldom : That there are Three of thoſe 
Lords ( Scarſdale, Craven, Gower) with 
whom I. have very little Acquaintance; a 
Fourth (Lord Bingley) whom I have ne- 
ver met any where but in Viſits to others, 
or in publick Places; and a Fifth (the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter) in whoſe Company 
I have been but twice in 'Three Years Time. 
I mention this to ſhew the Notorious Falſ- 
hood of Layers Hear-ſay Evidence of 
Burford's Club, an Appellation I never 
heard of till ſome Time after the Appoint- 
ment of the Secret Committee, 


ACH HUTCHESON: 
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The Declaration of William Earl Cow- 
per, ſbewing, that the Matters con- 
rained in ſome Hear-lays, relating 
to him, in the Examinations of Chri- 

_ Layer, are falſe and ground- 

els, 1 


March 20. 1722. 


HO' Hear-ſay does not affect any 

one, either in Law or Reaſon, yet 

it deſerves Contradiction, where the 

Truth will bear it, eſpecially if Printed: 
And therefore, finding that Layer in his 
Examinations of the 19th of January and 
4th of February laſt, hath ſaid, That one 
Plunket told him (as explaining what was 
meant by Bur ſords Club) that Lord Or- 
rery was Chairman; and that Lord Cheyper 
and Seven other Lords, and Six Commoners 
named, were of that Club; and that this 
Club met Monthly; As he, Layer, thought, 
at one another's Houſes : And not doubt- 
ing but my Acerment will be believ'd be- 
fore any Hear-ſcy, eſpecially from one in 
Layer's fad Circumſtances; I do hereby 
declare 


2D2̃ (7 
declare and affirm upon my. Honour, That 
1 do not know, or believe, and never 
heard, before the ſaid Examinations were 
talk'd of, that there was any ſuch Club 
or Meeting: That as to Three of the Com- 
moners nam d, iz. Sir H. Goring, Mr. 
Dawkins, and Mr. Shippen, I do not 
know them ſo much as by Sight; and 
as for Two of the remaining Three Com- 
moners, vg. Sir. Conſtantive Phipps and 
General J/ebb, I have not been in their, 
or either of their Companies, at any Time 
within Sixteen Years laſt paſt: And as to 
the Lords, I never met them, or any of 
them, but either accidentaily on Viſits of 
Ceremony, or in the 'Time of Parliament, 
and that with other Lords on the Buſineſs 
of Parliament only: And as for one of 
the faid Commoners whom I am acquain- 
ted with, 8. Mr. Hutcheſon, I never 
once was at any Meeting with him to- 
gether with any of the ſaid Lords or Com- 
moners. And whereas Layer in his Exa- 
mination of the 19th of September laſt, 
faid, That Lord Orrery told him, that 
Lord ' Cozwper told him (Lord Orrery) 
that 200 Tories and 90 Grumbletonians, 
would try their laſt Effort in the Houſe 
of Commons; and in another Examination 
of the 21ſt Day of the ſame Month, Layer 
repeats the ſame, except that he uſeth the 
Words Angry IVhigs, inſtead of the Word 
"3 Grium- 


(32) 
 Grumbletonians : 1 do hereby declare and 
affirm upon my Honour, 'That I never faid 
ſo to Lord Orrery, nor to that E 
nor any Thing like it: And I do there- 
fore verily believe, that Lord Orrery ne- 
ver ſaid that I did, _ © "ff > ISI 


COWPER. 


The firſt Rule of Court made for Mr. 
Layer's Execution, was on the 12th Day 
of December 1722. But by the earneſt 
Sollicitations of his Friends, and the very 
preluing Inſtances of his Wife; his Majeſty, 
from the Repreſentations of the Secretaries 
of State, was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to 
Reſpite him many Times. The Miniſtry . 
were in Hopes of his making a candid 
Confeſſton, inſtead of which, he only con- 
tinned his Prevarications with them, and 
endeavourd to inſnare ſeveral Perſons of 
the greatelt Honour and Worth. So that 
at length a Rule of Court was made 
for his Execution on the 17th Day of 
May, 1723: On which Day he was 
drawn upon ' a Sledge from the Tower to 
Tyburn: He aſkd the Executioner, whe- 
ther bis Body was to be Ovarter d? Who 
= SIT upon 


7 635 95 

N king hith no direct Anſwer, he fait; 
d he dal taken Care of his Spud, 

| and f fore cared not what was done - 
170 bis Body. He deliver d a Paper to the 

-Under-Sheriff, and — wank to the 

229550 to this Effect. | 


* — 4 


8; 


I come bere- fo ſuffer an rem nious 
Death; not for an Ianominious Crime, but 
for following the Dittates of my Conſci- 
ence, and endeavouring to do "my Duty. 
As I die for ſo doing, I donbt not but 
F ſhall ſoon be happy: ; —— But am cer- 
tain this Nation can never be ſo, nor 
even eaſy, until their lawful King it 
placd upon bis Throne. I forgive ev 
Body, and acfire | Forgiveneſs from Go 
for my Sins, and from Alen for what In- 
Far I may have done them. 

_ + His Quarters were permitted to be bu- 
rid at KENSINGTON, and his Head is 
fix 4's on a Pole 8 7. ene. | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


MONG. the. many bad Actions Mt. 
A Layer did in the Practice of the Law, 
one f one that he did was much ta- 
ken Notice of, and ares 1. > Hy 

vin - 
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 Findieating the Honour of his: Siſter, in 


ſied other good Matches, to her Detriment; 


Mrs: Repingale, Mr. L | 
whom he. had defamed, being not dead. 


of the Sheriff's Officers aſſured me, that 
* ee rt a 


Ft Cxsx of Mr. Goorgd Kelly, impartial! ga- 
ahe : Paſſing of 7he Bill againſt him. Price 18. 
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ve ore to Mr. Watſon à wealthy. Ci 
and, Uphoiſterer in Eonden; Who lad ad. 
dreG'd her; a8, the thought, in an hon- 
ourable Way, but what he profeſs d aſter- 
wards was otherwiſe, and he refus d to marry 
her. Mr. Layer being made acquainted 
with it, at his Return from Travel, ane 
finding his Sifter had been impos d upon, 
and by thinking Mr. Varſou ſincere, had reſun- 


d. the Courtſhip, and a Promiſe of 
— iage, and obtain d a Verdict for loo. | 
Damage, and Coſts of Suit. | 

gehe Account publiſh d by the Ordinary I'Y 
of Neæerngate is As falſe, as it is ridiculous { 
ayer's Maſter's Wike, = 


Mr. Layer commenc d a Suit againſt him, | 
{ 


but now lives, and ber Son with her, in 
the Cathedral-Cloſe at Norwich. 025-30 
I was not at the Execution, but one 
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Next, Week will be ubliſh'd. 


ted. Prom his Firſt being Apprehended, o 


There 5 preparing for the Prefs, MxNMofiks of f the $5 
TE of Df. FRANCIS Ar TER RUR, Lord Biſhop | 
Ro ocheſter, With his Etfigies e Engraven, 
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